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had to plan and maintain a long line of communica-
tions : to use martial law discreetly he had to watch
the ebb and flow of public opinion. Before deciding,
then, wrhether the Commander-in-Chief was justified
or not in remaining in Cairo, these considerations must
be weighed carefully.

The campaign in Palestine was about to enter upon
a new phase. In place of the former leisurely passage
across Sinai the Expeditionary Force would advance
by a series of rapid movements, each stoutly opposed,
Mobility in those conditions being of paramount
importance, success would depend largely upon the
skilful employment of mounted troops. Reasons of
this nature pointed to the selection of a cavalry soldier
to succeed Murray, and the choice fell upon General
Sir E. Allenby, then commanding the 3rd British Army
in France.1

General Head-quarters moved into the battle area,
and brought fresh energy into the Expeditionary Force.
The curt and contemptuous comments of the new
Commander-in-Chief upon the drill and the bearing
of the rank and file produced effect, while his vigorous
personality infused new life into the officers. Other
causes indirectly contributed in the higher ranks to the
birth of a new spirit. The British Army was passing
through a period of transition, wherein every rank was
losing some of its former attributions and gaining new
ones. The Staff did not escape the influence of the
hour. Hitherto, in certain respects, German tradition
had been followed, and the senior staff officer of an
army in the field wielded authority hardly inferior to
that of its Commander-in-Chief. The practice no
doubt had many merits, but it was not in consonance
with British taste or custom. German and British
conditions were not analogous. When Germany took

1 General Allenby assumed command of the Egyptian Expeditionary
Force on 27th June 1917.
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